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How would you like a chance to win $100? There will be three $100 cash prizes for those that complete the survey and enroll in the drawing.

In keeping with the Chamber’s theme for this year, “T.E.A.M.” (“Together Everyone Achieves More”), the Chamber staff, and Board of Directors will begin surveying Chamber members prior to the coming year's planning process in an effort to improve the services we provide to our members. 
The survey is a partnership and collaboration between our City and County’s Economic Development Department, Navarro College’s Business, Professional, and Technical Education and Small Business Development Center (SBDC) divisions. 

The Chamber works closely with Lee McCleary, Economic Development Director, Dr. Harold Housley, Dean of Business, Professional, and Technical Education, and Robin Lasher, SBDC Executive Director with a number of projects and committees that focus on: (1) business retention and recruitment; (2) developing career and technical courses that work to create a skilled workforce; and (3) working with SBDC to provide training, education and statistical information for businesses.

Each year the Chairman and a number of board member terms end and a new Chairman and board members are installed in January. At this time the Chamber board conducts a planning session for the coming year reviewing the Chamber’s mission, goals and strategic plan. We are asking for your input prior to this planning session to find out what the members (as part of the “T.E.A.M.”) feel is important. 

The Chamber’s Mission: “The Corsicana & Navarro County Chamber of Commerce should be the community liaison for Navarro County that functions as a conduit for communication and promotion of its members.  The Chamber should help create an environment for businesses to succeed by providing a personal touch to their businesses and gathering and disseminating their message to enhance business growth.”
The Chamber Goals: (1) Promote the Chamber to bring about optimum performance in serving the membership; (2) Focus on membership services so that members receive a high return for their investment; (3) Support business development and serve as an advocate for positively impacting business development; and (4) Expand outreach initiatives to encompass all community and ethnic districts of the community.

	Your input is important information that the Chamber, the City and County Economic Development department, Navarro College’s Business, Professional, and Technical Education and SBDC divisions will use to align, coordinate and combine our efforts and resources in addressing the needs identified in this survey.
At the Full Board meeting on December 16th, the Full Board will be presented with the 2012 Budget, nominated and newly elected board members and officers for 2012 for their review and approval. 

Each year we have seven directors who’s terms end and we go through an election to fill these positions and this year our Nominating Committee has brought in more talented leaders from across our community who will be inducted at the December 16th Full Board meeting. 

I want to recognize the following board members who have served 2-3 three terms and have served and supported the Chamber during their terms. Greg Olsen with Community National Bank & Trust of Texas, Dan Wilkie, retired and Dairy Johnson with Navarro College. It has been my pleasure to work with each them and their leadership and support will be missed. Thank you Greg, Dan and Dairy!
I would like to recognize and welcome our new board members Debbie Wilson with City National Bank, Melanie Petty with Melanie Petty Insurance, and Gary Hayden with Hayden Financial Services. Congratulations & welcome!

I would also like to recognize and congratulate board members Bob Belcher with Corsicana Daily Sun, Bryson Morrison with McKee True Value Home Center, Dr. Tommy Stringer with Navarro College Education Foundation and Xavier Villarreal with Navarro Regional Hospital for being re-elected to the Chamber board. Congratulations!



Important to Remember! Shop Local First!

Did you know that for every $1 spent in our community that it turns over 5 times? This means that it will be spent 5 times locally before being spent on something outside our community. Let’s all help each other first! Please remember to Buy Local because “buying local does matter”! 


For Members Only: If you feel like you do not know all that is going on in Corsicana, you are not alone. As we enter this time of the year there are so many events being conducted, it is impossible not to find something to attend. The Chamber sends out a Constant Contact blast twice each week listing Chamber and member events planned. At this time these emails are reaching over 600 individuals and/or businesses and are a great member benefit and way for our members to get the word out on their business, products, specials or sales quickly and cost effectively (No cost. Benefit of your Chamber membership).
You do not have to be a Chamber member to receive these emails. If you are not receiving these emails and would like to, please contact Semonna to get on our distribution list. This is one way to find out what is going on in the upcoming weeks.[image: image1.png]
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